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\liSTH\CT. 


' I < 



e new species Brachystehna nutans Leaves linear, 10—80 X 3—5 mm. green, puber 



s 


Bruyns (Apoeynaecae, \sclcpiadoideae) is (l(‘seril)ed along midrib nnderneadi only, sessile. Inflorescences 


'uni (lie delaine; 



relatively 



(‘-known 


Mount many, alongside almost every 


mx 


h 


exec 



first 2 


Namuli eompl(‘\ in the northern part ol Zambezia above tuber, each I-flowered; pedieel 20—25 mm. 


Toy iuee < 


>f northern Mozambique* 


irowii. puberulous. ascending with declined apex; 


Ke] ivords: \pocvnaceae, Brachystehna , Vloeam- 


sepals 5 mm. brown. Corolla nodding, outside green. 


nque 



lerulous. inside green toward base, red-broyvn 
toward apex ol lobes, pubescent with line while hairs, 

Brach ystehna Suns (Apoey naeeae. Asolepiadoi- d(‘epl\ lobed. with short cupular lube ea. I mm deep: 

lohes 13—16 X 3 mm at base, erect and incurved at 

ms. linear, acute. Corona 3.5 X I mm; outer lobes 


deae. Deropegieae) consists ol over 



species that 


are widely distributed in sub-Saharan \lriea. Ill< 


main concentration of more than <0 sp( k ci( v s is found 
in southern Africa (Dyer, 1083; Bruyns, 1005), but 


there are a few species that occur as far afield as India 
and Australasia (Burster. 1000). I he species are often 


poorly recorded, because the plants are < 


• IN 1 ' 



le 



to 


oeale in habitat and are geophylic, only appearing 


al 


>ove 



ground during tin 

i 1 n 


rainy season. 


r 



situation in Mozambique is illustrative < 
Information in the main herbaria indicated 




at 



s. 


e 


only species recorded from Mozambique was B. 


simplex Sehleehter. llowt‘ver, my own exploration 
since 1008 has revealed that al least 10 sp(‘eies ocean* 
in Mozambique. Most ol these are widely distributed 

il or hast Africa (especially in 


in south tropical 
Zimbal eve, Malawi, and ranzania). but the present 


new sjx‘ci(‘s is known only from the two collections 


cited and seems to be endemic 


to tI k 



omit Namuli 



f i M • 


comtnex. i ms series of granite peaks rises to over 


2 100 


in and is 



e highest mountain range in the 


country. 


Biaiebyslelma nutans Bruy ns. sp. nov. T\ PK: 

M(>zambi(|ue. Zambezia: Namuli. I 500—2000 m. 
I Jan. 2001, P. 1. Bruyns 9729 (holotype. BOL; 


isotype. 



I 


^ • 


H igure 


Ah omnihiis specichus Bmelnstelmatis cognitis florihus 


grannioribus solitarus niitaiitihiis 


• • 


mils roroikir ileervscr 


erl. 



p<M nee 

ms nniuatim 


l> InnglS cl 



iase an apiccm 



Small herb arising from llallenei 


(IlSCOK 



to 10 cm diam.; shuns prostrate to ase<‘ 



20 cm. 1-2 


nun 



ick 




jeruious. re< 


I < I i s 1 1 


icr up 

(>• 5— 


iiree 


• A' • 


ea. 2.5 mm. b 


llaltened-oblus( 



to well below 



middle into ascending 


o 


bides. 


yet low-green \y 



\y 



e 


ha i n 


s on inside nu 



in low(‘r 



: inner 



)(*s ea. 


I mm. adpressed to backs of anthers and just 

oid. acute, y el low -green 


exceeding them, narrowly dt 


w 



g re e 11 



>s. yv 



white hairs mainly near bases. 


Fruit and seed unknown. 


\egetatively Brachystehna nutans is not readily 

* • * m 

distinguishable from B. lineare A. Richard. Iloweyer. 


oi*; 



it is unlike any other known species. 


r 11 



nodding flowers on fairly long 




solitary pedicels are 
tinged with red-brown toward the tips ol the lobes and 

> to become fully rotate. While the 




ev do 


not lu 


iy e 


never open 

corolla lobes are comparatively long, 
e yen broad base above which the lobes are almost 
orni that one finds in B. lineare and B. flonhnndiun 



*• I • 



T 


urn 



uirmermore, in 



() 



esc species 


(Ik 


loyvers are densely clustered in each inflorescence on 


short pedicels (solitary and 
nutans) and an* considerably 


on 


ong pedicels 


B. 


arger man in />. nutans. 



I 


n 



e new species the outer corona consists of fairly 


long, dee ply 1 )ifid lobes. This is similar to the position 
in />. florihundunu but in B. Ilorilnindurn the entire 

• ’ i' 

gvnostegium is much larger and lies in the center of 

c'. ~ ~ 


a broad, flattened base of the corolla. In B. nutans tin 


corona is closely contained within the short but < 



>- 


ike cornua 




f i > 


>e. 



outer corona of B. nutans is very 





rent from that in B. lineare. where the lobes form 


should) 


ms 


)ehind 



e inner 



incised in 


tlx 


‘ mu 



m‘s and are deeply 
. The relatively* long outer corona 


lobes of B. nutans are reminiscent ol B. cirrinafuin K. 


Meyer, and 



hvo also share unusm 



s 



aii( 


broad pollinia (relative to lh(‘ anther m which they are 


No\ on ID: 152—153. Pi m.tstiKi) o\ ID Dkckmhki; 2006. 
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Figure 1 . Brachystelma nutans (Bruyns 9729). — 
gynostegium. —C. Face view of part of gynostegium. —D. Pollinarium. Seale bar: A 


\. Side view of flower. —B. Side view of base of dissected flower and 


3 mm; B„ C 


I mm (at A); I) 


0.25 mm (at A). 


produced). However, B. circinatum differs in its very 
short, clustered pedicels, the very slender corolla 
lobes that remain joined at their tips, the hairs along 
the length of the outer corona lobes, and the much 
more erect habit of the plant. 

Brachystelma nutans was found in shall. ) vv 

surfaces on Mount 


soils overlaying 



granite 


Namuli, where it was observed at two separate 
localities. In one of these it was the only species of 
Brachystelma present, but in the other it occurred 
together with B. buchananii !N. E. Brown, which 
grew in slightly deeper ground between outcrops of 
granite. 


Paratype. MOZAMBIQUE. Zambezia: central Namuli, 
ea. 1400 m* Bruyns 9741 (BOL). 


A ckno wledgmen Is. 


I thank the curators of tin 


Portuguese herbaria COI and LISC for the loan of 
material. 
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